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Towards a Deschooling Society
A Reading in the Philosophy of Ivan llyich

Dr. Wagdy Khairy Nessim
Assistant Professor of Contemporary Philosophy
Faculty of Arts, Port Said University

Abstract

Deschooling Society is one of the most important books of
the Austrian philosopher Ivan lllich. In this book, Illich rejects the
existence of educational institutions in general, and the schools in
particular. He regards schools as tools for the reproduction of the
aims of contemporary industrial societies.

Illich's critique of educational school centers on many points:
it is very costly, and takes a great amount of nation’s national
income, but in vain. It is also a means to promote nationalism which
inculcate in the student's mind intolerance and hate for other nations,
besides being a means to enhance class struggle and inequality
between the educated and the uneducated.

Illich’s critique for educational schooling does not mean that
he is against education in general, he offers a new alternate vision
that encourages the freedom of the educators, and the equality
between learners.

Keywords: Ivan lllich, educational schooling, monopoly of
knowledge, nationalism, Dewey.
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Todd Hartch, The Prophet of Cuernavaca: Ivan Illich and The Crisis of The West,Oxford,

Oxford University Press,2015, p:4-6

! - Ivan Illich, Deschooling Society, New York, Harrow Books, 1973, p:17
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3 - ibid., p: 65
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'~ Ivan Illich, After Deschooling What?, op.cit., p: 21
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!~ Ivan Illich, Deschooling Society, op.cit., p:11
2 -ibid., p:14
3 - lvan lllich, After Deschooling What?, op.cit., p:3
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!~ Mike Cole, Marxism and Educational Theory: Origins and Issues, London, Routledge,
2008, p:31
2 - ibid., p:29
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- Ivan lllich, Toward a History of Needs: Include Energy and Equity, Berkely, Heyday
Books, 1978, p:70
2 - lvan lllich, Celebration of Awareness: a Call For Institutional Revolution, op.cit.,
p:101
3 - Harry Brighouse, School Choice and Social Justice, Oxford, Oxford University Press,
2000, p:133
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! - Samuel Bowles, Herbert Gintis, Schooling in Capitalist America: Educational Reform
and The Contradictions of Economic Life, Chicago, Haymarket Books, 2011, p:14
2 - lvan Illich, Deschooling Society, op.cit., p:12, 11
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! - Paul H. Hirst, Knowledge and The Curriculum: A Collection of Philosophical Papers,
London, Routledge, 1974, p: 24
2 - Bertrand Russell, Unpopular Essays, op.cit., p:117,118
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'~ Ivan lllich, Disabling Profession: Ideas in Progress, London, Marion Boyars, 1977,
p:15

2 - lvan Illich, Deschooling Society, op.cit., p:2

3 - John O' Neill, The Market: Ethics, Knowledge and Politics, London, Routledge, 1998,
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'~ Ivan Illich, Disabling Profession, op.cit., p:15

2 -ibid., p;41

3 - lvan Illich, Toward a History of Needs, op.cit., p:71
4 - lvan Illich, Deschooling Society, op.cit., p:41
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p:50

2 - Ivan lllich, Toward a History of Needs, op.cit., p:70

3 - lvan lllich, After Deschooling What?, op.cit., p:8
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I- Ivan Illich, Deschooling Society, op.cit., p:33
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Opposition, Massachusetts, Bergin & Garvey Publishers, 1983, p:54

3 - Michael W. Apple, Ideology and Curriculum, London, Routledge, 2002, p:48
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ABSTRACT :

The issue of Sociology of Education and its relation to
sociology has been questioned. Other questions related to the
characteristics of Durkheim's moral education and the nature of
the Socio-historical context of Durkheimian educational thought
and the functions of education in society. The birth of Sociology
of Education as a scientific branch responds to a number of
challenges posed by social development In the wake of the
Industrial Revolution and against the backdrop of the great
social transformations witnessed by human societies from the
beginning of the twentieth century to the present day.

Emile Durkheim is an important reference in the
establishment of the "Sociology of Education" in Europe. He
first declared the need for a sociological approach to the study of
education in the late 18th and early 20th centuries. He applied
the sociological approach in the study of education as a
sociological phenomenon, And questioning its role in social
balance of social institutions (such as the family, school ...)
through ethics or so-called "moral education", through which the
social character of education, contrary to the individual visions
that prevailed in his time.

Keywords: Sociology, Sociology of Education, Education,
Moral, Moral Education.
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